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	Overview
	

	Key Lesson Elements

	AUSL Unpacked Benchmarks:
1C3e: Compare how authors and illustrators use text and art across materials to express their ideas

Common Core Standards:
RL.7.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.
RL.8.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
	
	What is the Teacher Doing?
	What are the Students Doing? 

	
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Do Now (3-5 minutes): Brainstorm:
To what communities do you belong? 
What makes someone part of your community or in-group?
What makes someone an outsider?

	
	
			“I Do” Input (1-2 Key teaching points):			

	
	
	The teacher will read aloud the “The Sneetches” by Dr. Seuss and will pause at the following points and ask students to generate answers to the following questions and will lead whole-class discussions

Pause #1:
Before Sylvester McMonkey McBean enters the scene (page 8)
Questions:
•What communities/groups are represented in this story?
•How is membership defined? Who is included in these communities? Who is excluded?
•Why did the Sneetches make these distinctions?
•Do you think all Sneetches agreed with these rules of membership?
•This is a children’s story. Do you think it represents anything that exists in the real world? Does this story remind you of anything you have experienced or heard about?

Pause #2:
When the star-bellied Sneetches remove their stars (page 18)
Questions:
•Why do you think the star-bellied Sneetches decide to remove their stars?
•How have the rules of membership changed? Why have they changed?
•What do you think will happen next? 

After the story: 
•What are three ideas this story reveals about communities, membership, and belong-ing?
•The media always depicts teenagers as forming cliques. Compare the way the Sneetches treat each other to the way teenagers treat each other. What is the same? What is different?
•Whom do you respect more, the Sneetches at the beginning of the story or theSneetches at the end? Explain why.
•Often stories are written to express a moral or teach a lesson. What is the moral of this story
	Students will actively listen to the story, participate in partner and group brain storming before whole-class discussion and be prepared to be called on during whole-class discussions. 

	Objective(s) SWBAT: 
SWBAT demonstrate understanding of communities and outsiders and the concept of “othering” by distinguishing insider/outsider groups in literature.
SWBAT identify  communities and outsiders to their everyday lives.
	
	
	

	Accommodations: Students with IEP identified needs for additional explanation or examples will the teacher’s first priority while circulation. The teacher will help these students differentiate between the concepts of “We” and “They” and scaffold these students identification of words, as needed.

Students with IEP identified need for attention monitoring will be accommodated into   the teacher’s circulation.
	
	
	

	
	
	Check for Understanding: The teacher will monitor students’ pair/small group discussion of the above questions as well as their participation in whole group instruction, looking for students to understand the concept of community, and be able to related the concepts of the Sneetches to real life. 

	
	
	“We Do” Guided Practice:

	
	
	As the class reads, the teacher will periodically pause highlight the language and poetic devices used to distinguish “we” from “they”
	Together as a class, students will read and discuss the poem “We and They” by Rudyard Kipling. 

	
	
	Check for Understanding: The teacher will periodically pause and ask student to TPS about what has happened/been said in the poem so far. The teacher will note student misunderstanding during pair-talk and whole-class share out. 
H.O.T. Questions: How can we define our community or in-group? How do we generally define out-groups or “others” or “they”? How does this affect our identities? Our lives?

	
	
	“You Do” Independent Practice:

	
	
	

The teacher will model the use of this graphic organizer, if prior checks for understanding show need. 
	Students will analyze the language used to separate “we” and “they” in Kipling’s poem using a graphic organizer focusing on how nouns, verbs, and adjectives are used differently to describe “we” and “they” throughout the poem. 

	Vocabulary words/Key Concepts: in-group/out-group, communities/outsiders, we/they
	
	Check for Understanding: The teacher will formally evaluate the independent work looking for distinctions between the nouns, adjectives, and verbs associated with “we” versus “they”
H.O.T. Questions: What does Kipling’s word choice say about “We” and “They”? Explicitly? Implicitly? How does the concept of “We” and “They” impact our lives? When are you a “we” or a “they”?

	Materials & Technology: “The Sneetches” (book & video), copies of “We & They”, “We & They” worksheet, homework prompt sheet, paper and pencil for each student
	
	Exit Ticket (aligned to lesson objective) or assessment: 
Describe your “we.” What do you call your community? What defines your community? Who is in it?

Describe a time when you have been labeled as a “they” or outsider or have seen someone else labeled this way? What made them different? Why do you think that happened?

	
	
	Closing/Preview for next lesson:  The teacher will tell the class that during the next period they will look at propaganda that uses the ideas of identity and communities that we’ve been discussing this week. We will also discuss the persuasion techniques we learned about earlier in the school year and how they’re used in propaganda. 

	Homework: Respond in full sentences to the following prompt: 
Identify a community to which you belong. How might your ideas be different from those of people who are not part of this community? How does being a member of this community shape the way you view those outside of your community? How do you think people from other communities view the ideas or practices of your community?
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